
The Session and members of First Church extend a sincere welcome to all persons regardless of race, 
nationality, gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the 

sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and service as 
an officer of the church.

GatherinG

The peace candle represents our prayers for peace in a broken world. The congregation is asked to 
offer prayers of intercession for one another and for those who lead 

in these times of remote worship.

Prelude  “Sicilienne, from Suite, Op. 5”                        Maurice Duruflé   

Welcome

Prayer of InvocatIon
Mighty God, you welcome us into your kingdom as honored guests.
You give us water to wash our feet
and you anoint our heads with oil.
Merciful God, you welcome us even though we are sinners.
You forgive our debts and give us a seat at your table.
Wondrous God, we have come here to give you our worship and praise.
May we make a joyful noise at your table! Amen.

Hymn 415            “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”                       RESTORATION

  
Prayer of confessIon

Loving God, how lavishly you pour out
the costly gift of your grace upon us.
How easily we turn from you and forget your ways,
and yet you welcome us again and again.
Forgive our sins. Cleanse us once more.
Welcome us to the table.
Fill our homes and our lives
with the fragrance of your love,
so that we may show your glory
and serve your people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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assurance of Pardon

doxology                            old HundredtH

sHarIng sIgns of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

cHIldren’s Prayer and lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

hearinG the Word

scrIPture lesson                                        Luke 7:36-50
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the 
Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. And a woman in the city, 
who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, 
brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood behind him at his feet, 
weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her 
hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the 
ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to 
himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what 
kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.” Jesus spoke 
up and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” “Teacher,” he 
replied, “speak.” “A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he canceled the debts 
for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?” Simon answered, 
“I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt.” And Jesus said to 
him, “You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman, he said to 



Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water 
for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her 
hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped 
kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my 
feet with ointment. Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been 
forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is 
forgiven, loves little.” Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” But those 
who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this 
who even forgives sins?” And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; 
go in peace.”

sermon                                            “Belonging”                   Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell

respondinG to the Word

Hymn 444                   “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive”    detroIt

affIrmatIon of faItH                                      from The Belhar Confession
The Belhar Confession has its roots in the struggle against apartheid in southern Africa. Formally 
adopted by the Dutch Reformed Mission Church in 1986, it was one of the “standards of unity” 
for the new Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa (URCSA). Belhar’s theological 
confrontation of the sin of racism has made possible reconciliation among Reformed churches in 
southern Africa and has aided the process of reconciliation within the nation of South Africa. The 
Presbyterian Church (USA) added Belhar to the Book of Confessions at the 2016 General Assembly.

We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation
is made manifest in the church
as the community of believers
who have been reconciled with God
and with one another.
We believe that unity is, therefore,
both a gift and an obligation
for the church of Jesus Christ.
We believe that,
through the working of God’s Spirit,
it is a binding force,
yet simultaneously a reality
which must be earnestly pursued and sought:
one which the people of God
must continually be built up to attain.

offertory                                           Duruflé

       
               – St. Thomas Aquinas

Samantha Noonan, Hannah Nacheman, Brandon Hynum, and Andrew Martens

Tantum ergo sacramentum veneremur cernui: 
et antiquum documentum novo cedat ritui: 
præstet fides supplementum sensuum defectui.  
Genitori, genitoque laus et jubilatio, 
salus, honor, virtus quoque sit et benedictio: 
procedenti ab utroque compar sit laudatio. 
Amen.

Therefore, so great a sacrament let us worship with bowed heads  
and may the ancient practice give way to the new rite; 
may faith supply a substitute for the failure of the senses. 
To the begetter and the begotten be praise, and jubilation 
hail, honor, virtue also, and blessing. 
To the one proceeding from both let there be equal praise.  
Amen.  



sacrament of tHe lord’s suPPer
Prayer of Dedication
Invitation
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Words of the Institution
Sharing of the Elements
Prayer after Communion

Hymn 224            “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”            ROCKINGHAM

sendinG

BenedIctIon

cHorale resPonse                                  George S. Talbot 
O praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power. 
Praise him in his noble acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness. 
Praise him in the sound of the trumpet: praise him upon the lute and harp. 
Praise him upon the timbrels and dances: praise him upon the strings and pipe. 
Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals: praise him on the loud cymbals. 
Let everything that hath breath: praise the Lord! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.  

    –Psalm 150 

Postlude                  “Fugue sur le thème du Carillon 
              des Heures de la Cathédrale de Soissons, Op. 12”                 Duruflé

The congregation is invited to continue worshiping through the postlude, 
which is offered as a thanksgiving to God. 

PERMISSIONS  Prelude on The Call. © 2008 Paraclete Press. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Come Sing, O 
Church, in Joy. Words © 1989 Brian Dill. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Doxology. Public domain. O Praise 
the Lord. Public domain. God, Whose Giving, Knows No Ending. Words © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society (ad-
min. Hope Publishing Company). Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Music Harm. © 1958, ren. 1986 Broad-
man Press (admin. Music Services). Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. For the Lord Is a Mighty God. Public 
domain. The Church of Christ in Every Age. Words © 1971 Hope Publishing Company. Used under ONE LICENSE 
#73497-A. Tuba Tune. © 1929 J.B. Cramer & Co. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

MUSIC NOTES   On the afternoon of March 8, 2020, the First Church Choir and orchestra 
led a Vespers Service of Music for Lent. We had no idea at the time that this would be our last 
in-person worship experience as a community prior to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
To musically mark this year of our being away physically from 12th Street, we return to choral 
music from that service with Maurice Duruflé’s Tantum ergo. This beguiling work comes from a 
series of motets based on Gregorian chant, composed in 1960. Bookending our worship are two 
Duruflé organ works: the Fugue sur le thème du Carillon des Heures de la Cathédrale de Soissons, Op. 
12, based on a melody played by the carillon of the cathedral at Soissons, northeast of Paris; and, 
the middle movement of the Suite, Op. 5, the impressionistic and charming Sicilienne.
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